Administrators 1bout to close
up integration of hospitals

By CHRIS CHAPMAN
Special to The Era

OLEAN, N.Y. — “We are on the
home stretch,” Olean General Hospital
President and Chief Eexecutive Officer
Timothy J. Finan said.

“We are in the last 100 yards of this
marathon and are anxiously awaiting
the start date. We are ready for it.”

Administrators at Olean General
Hospital and Bradford (Pa.) Regional
Medical Center are just about to close
in on an integration that will bring the
two facilities together under one figura-
tive roof. Final details are expected to
be completed along with full integration
under the umbrella of parent company
Upper Allegheny Health Systems by
Oct. 31, Finan said.

Since October 2008, when Finan and
other hospital officials declared their

intent to merge the
two facilities, several
behind-the-scenes
actions have been
moving forward to
complete the process.

“The  applica-
tion to establish
the is moving rap-
idly through the
New York and
Pennsylvania regu- .
latory approval processes,” he said.
“In Pennsylvania, the process is pretty
much complete. Tn New York state, we
have one final meeting on Sept. 11 with
the Public Health Commission.”

Once that meeting is over, Finan
expects to have approval for the integra-
tion, pending filing of the certificates of

incorporation.
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The hospitals will remain two sepa-

| rate entities, but will coexist under

the banner of Upper Allegheny Health
Systems, Finan said.

However, there will be no noticeable
impact to patients.

“It will be pretty much business
as usual for the patients.” Finan said.
“Hopefully, in time, they will see pro-
grams and services that aren’t provided
now.”

The affiliation will have a positive
effect that will benefit patients, he said.

“One of the expected results is that
each hospital will be stronger, and better
able to recruit doctors as well as deliver
services,” Finan said.

The two hospitals, though under the
same system, will be able o operate as
individual entities through the establish-
ment of mirror boards, Finan said.

“The members of the Olean General
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